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BEFORE THE HON'BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBU

WESTERN ZONE BENCH, PUNE

oRtctNAL APPLTCATION NO. 21412024 (WZl

EARLTAR OR|GtNAL APPLTCATION NO 1231/2024 (

lN THE MATTER OF: -

NEWS ITEM TITLED "DEAD FISH FOUND FLOATING IN MULA RIVER RAISES

ALARM'' APPEARING IN THE HINDUSTAN TIMES DATED 23.09.2024.

REPLY ON BEHALF OF RESPONDENT NO. 3,

CENTRAL POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD(CPCB)

;\as. ,.That, Hon'ble National Green Tribunal (hereinafter referred to as "Hon'ble Tribunal"),

fl:\ Principal Bench (PB), New Delhi vide order dated 15/10/2024 has implead Central
q ' :d il\pollution Control Board (hereinafter referred to as CPCB) as Respondent No. 3 in
'i:;i'.' 'it

,i : :,- lfhe matter of OA No. 214n0241WZ. earlier OA No. '1231120241PB, and sought the

. 
"' ' .,.1.;,rir".ponse/ reply of CPCB in the instant matter. Thereby, the reply is made in this

. ';'..j1' instant original Application (hereinafter referred as OA) in succeeding paragraphs.

i;i:':."",t/
-::: 

r'

2. That, CPCB is a Statutory Board constituted under Section 3 of the Water

(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974. lt performs the functions under The

Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act 1974, The Air (Prevention and

Control of Pollution) Act 1981 , and The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.

3. That, CPCB in coordination with State Pollution Control Boards (SPCBs)i Pollution

Control Committees (PCCs), including the Maharashtra Pollution Control Board

(hereinafter referred to as MPCB), has established a National Water Quality

Monitoring Programme (NWMP) wherein 645 rivers are monitored at 2155 locations.

Under the Programme, MPCB is monitoring water quality of river Mula at two

locations on monthly basis. The locations are at Aundh Bridge, Village- Aundhgaon,

Pune and at Harrison Bridge Near Mula-Pawana Sangam, Pune.
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4. That, the Primary water euality criteria for Bathing waters was notified by Ministry
of Environment, Forest and climate change under the Environment (protection)
Amendment Rutes, 2000 vide GSR 142(E), dated 29.09.2000.

5. That, the water quatity data for the year 2023 monitored by MpcB indicates that both
locations monitored were not meeting the primary water euality criteria for Bathing
waters with respect to the parameters of Dissorved oxygen (Do) and Biochemicar
oxygen Demand (BoD). Location wise water quarity data for the year 2023 is
tabulated below.

6. That, cPcB identifies po uted River stretches (pRS) based on the water quarity
data of rivers. For identification of pRS, rocations/ stretches of rivers not meeting
with the Primary water euarity criterron of Biochemicar oxygen Demand (BoD)
parameter (indicator of organic pollution) for outdoor bathing is considered. BoD
concentration exceeding 3 mg/l is identified as polluted stretches. Further, the pRS
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are also classified under Priority Class-l through Class-V with Priority-l being most

polluted with BOD value of more than 30 mg/l and Priority-V least polluted with BOD

ranging between 3-6 mg/|.

8. That, for reluvenation of PRS identified in the year 2018 including the aforesaid PRS

on River Mula, comprehensive Action Plan has been prepared by River Re.juvenation

Committee (RRC) constituted by the respective State Governmeny UT

Administration, under the overall supervision and coordination of Principal Secretary,

Environment of the concerned State /Union Territory for bringing all the polluted river

stretches identified by CPCB fit for bathing purposes.

9. That, the Action Plan is being implemented by all State/ UT Government agencies

including Maharashtra State Government agencies. Presently, the progress of

implementation of Action Plan is reviewed by the RRC at State Level; the Central

Monitoring Committee (CMC), constituted under the Chairmanship of Secretary,

Ministry of Jal Shakti, is reviewing the progress of the action plans at Central Level.

So far, CMC has conducted 19 meetings with States/ UTs to review the progress on

execution of Action Plans for rejuvenation of polluted river stretches and the last

meeting was held on 30.09.2024.

10. That, in year 2022, based on water quality data of year 2019 and 2021, 3'|'1 polluted

river stretches (PRS) were identified across the country. Of these, 55 PRS have

been identified in Maharashtra State in Priority l(4), Priority ll (5), Priority lll (18),

Priority lV (17) & Priority V (11). Polluted stretch of River Mula was identified from

Aundhgaon to Bopodi under Priority Class ll (BOD is 20 - 30 mg/L).

1r. That it is humbly submitted that CPCB has pursued the said matter with Pune

Municipal Corporation (PMC), Maharashtra Pollution Control Board (herein after

7. That, in year 2018, CPCB identified 351 polluted river stretches (PRS) in the country

based on water quality data of year 2016 and 2017. Out of these, 53 PRS have been

identified in Maharashtra State under Priority l(9), Priority ll (6), Priority lll (14),

Priority lV (10) & Priority V (14). Polluted stretch of River Mula was identified from

Aundhgaon to Bopodi under Priority Class I (BOD is >30 mg/L).

s
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12. That, an Affidavit in support of this reply is being filed herewith

13. That, in light of the above submissions, this Answering Respondent No. 3 i.e. cpcB
shall abide by any orde(s) or direction(s) passed by this Hon'ble High rribunal in the
present Original Application.

D
l,L-Jre-rtg

1eratikD.E6ffi'
(Scientist 'E' & Regional Director)
(Central Pollution Control Board) ,,r

-,::i'i.
y't;r7):

,.':i" .- .

' r)tq fr+ro / RegiratDnedq .l ' :i.:I:-€-< r-qrvr ftdasr EN ::.,
Central Pollutlon Control BoarA, ': \:
d-ffq fflfiaq. gi/Reg'onat Oirecbrate, pune \. ;r; l5

cqtflq, T{ G qacrg qRE+{ rrma, rna rro*i;

$.i 1l-o: @ tr+S 6d. rph ii; ilk. g,) - 411oas 
\ri.. ' ,,!$

Sr No. 110, Hiralai ohanrlds Ha[, Banor Road. Banei punB-411045 -'t-:t,
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referred as MPCB) and District Magistrate- pune vide letters dated 12111t2024 lo
obtain Action Taken Report (ATR) if any; regarding "Dead fish found floating in Mula

River. However, reply from the said agencies in this regard is awaited. copies of the
aforesaid letters addressed to the said agencies dated 12t11t2o24 are given at
Annexure R3-1.
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BEFORE THE HON'BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBU

WESTERN ZONE BENCH PUNE o1(l

oRTGTNAL APPLTCATTON NO. 21412024 (WZl

EARLTAR OR|GtNAL APPLTCATTON NO 1231/2024 (P

lN THE MATTER OF: -

NEWS ITEM TITLED "DEAD FISH FOUND FLOATING IN MULA RIVER RAISES

ALARM" APPEARING IN THE HINDUSTAN TIMES DATED 23.09.2024.

AFFIDAVIT

1. That the deponent is authorized representative to represent the Respondent
CPCB in the present case, and as such, I am well conversant with the facts
and circumstances of the present case on the basis of the information derived
from the official records, and hence, I am competent and authorized to verify,

sign and swear this affidavit on behalf of the Respondent CPCB.

2. That the accompanying reply may be read part and parcel of the present

affidavit as I am competent to swear this affidavit.

3. That the contents there of are true and correct on the
basis of the record maintained during ordinary course of business of CPCB
and available records and documents and the contents of the same are read

over and explained to me and are not repeated herein for the sake of brevity.

?+**

ffi
*

g

DEPONENT

l, Pratik D. Bharne, working as Scientist 'E' & Regional Director in Central Pollution

Control Board, Regional Directorate, Survey No. 110, Hirabai Dhankude
Multipurpose Hall, Baner Road, Baner, Pune, do hereby solemnly affirm, declare on

oath and state as under:

,l

; r}+q frt{r{ / Resrrlatorodor

8afler Road, Pune-411045
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VERIFICATION

Verified at Pune on tnis aay28.* November 2024 thar the contents of the

above reply are correct and true on the basis of the record of the cases as

mentioned in the day to day affairs of the cpcB. Nothing has been concealed

therefrom or mis-stated.

DEPoNENJ: Respondent No. 3
sl:ltq liEaro / Regbnat orector

ets€ra u-qrw Freiaqr <irg
Central Pollution Control Board
qt*q fr*nE{q, sE)/Regional Oheclorate, Pune

cqkrur, fi \'zi qdqlS cR"dn iarTq, Tt ( vr?ER
I,Uo Envt. FoGsl & Chmate Change, Govt. oftnoia

rd 'i. sto, ffi r+gl 6h. mlr rYs, ir!k, qd - 41j045
Sr. No. ,10, Hirabai Dhankudo Hall, Sanor Road, &nei PunMl1045COUNSEL for Respondent No. 3

() TA
*

{,
Notecl & Reglstered

A t. s r. No...l.Q. n.l Z.o.

BEFOR ME

luANrsHA sAhlEER CHITNIS
NOTARY

FOVERIIMENI OF lt l:d
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ffiqryHTqdf
Central Pollution Control Board
(qaF+{ur, Ta go a-rarg qHa qrra+, :rrra Fr6R)

fr(rff-13ors/22l2ozc-frfu-cq-3r*fi Eot)/ JJBtttt 
oF EN,TRoNMENT' m.E cLTMATE cHANGE Gow'oFrNDrA)

1,--;!-2"*'
cPGFni.*t

+dTrt

Trr{sqfd,
gtrmfure,
ftHrrn,gt-oroos

faq-q, {ra-+q qr*& arrar nt ('.rigqr zL4 l2oz4 (rq$gl { c-fi sns. ti@,r rztt/zozq mfi *
ttgera zrgx traie' z3.os.2oz4 Jl r<fi ta sqrqn snga frs-6T rhfo qr "$n rA + H $ aa
16* A fudI +fl fr rarq Et rrn ftirq rri arg+-a r-aru sd 3rar * {rtq{ C.,- ddirfr

rdraq,
gsdard-#qa-d-frAarlrar:fi.('.Ti@rzt4 l2o246q$-fldc-di3n.('.d@rrzgrlzoz4 (q-fi Ji

tfgrara eeq' f4di6 23 .os .2024 fr u-<ftta rrr+r< nr5ca Bsnr afrq-n qr "{dr a-fr d ffi St {d
16& i fr aT +dr €I" a-arq cd ilR ftrrff rn-t rn+r6 a.aRr ('d 3l;q t ff rr{ff t, ma-& 6r s{ei t r

+5 arrar v"t €t 5m nft fr a-S'F@T Jt Fft fg 
q-6mt fi ffi t f ciea t, Errh qrt f nrnr srar

t tu re r& d r{c-Ertrd ut( dr *Htr* 3{cftHt sf dl dri t oru"r grn t r 6tud dt{ q{ {€
rEsur *. +nu ufta lffio-a *. wr d +-fr ln rfr t ffi qsft -qt ca' dF rfr t :itr ry € t r

<'ffifr& *t ctnd fro i :rrhr fraia. rs.ro.zozc (ERr r+ir Frir: dar4 arfl-& fr yt aar hrra,
rarugrqsuFziaud5, a'?rqc-fl"rftlir"ril6, arrrafiqdr+<gr, aa:itraaaqqR-sd-frd?Td-q,
Bdr E@z :q +i acrar rqr< Erfufr +-{* t frq cffi * sc d rtrE-6{ F6-qr ar+r r uzi qa rrira
(JItl 6t ifud 3{rn fI mT{lar+' + Rr' cfiE-fr ttv, $ +t *eraiafta +-r frqr urqr tl Fr+erq (.d-dr&

$ret *. gn*r Edio' rs. ro. zozq ff cft S<af t frq +iara t r

g-€ tr"itrfr,3r.fr{ttr}fu rrarrilr*.nrato}isqrqrr-argfraiu+-ri6raq+eqratritlqlq6t$
d A f r 4f 6rtd.rg ft+f ( (rA3nq c-qrn +t I arrm z s. r r. z o z a +t qilaq; f r

rnq+rBedrfr,
rrrrr+': *gr fr 5tr{ Eqr atqt t

E.
qt+cftAlm

*ftq Grierrao : stferur d{ilr rro. tr-flg;lilgqaefl-o da drf< 
"ts 

drf{, gq - urr oue
Regional Directorate : Sr. No 110, Dhankude Multipurpose hall baner Road, Baner, Pune - 411 045

{@rdq: qfllq; rrdor. qfl ran. fid - 110 032. EPABX Pilot No.: 01143102030

Annexure-R3-I27
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CPCB

To

Su b:

File No: CM-130L5/22/2O24-LAW-RD-PUNE-RD (pune)/ J o g Date:72/1,U2024

Municipal Commissioner,
Pune Municipal Corporation,
Shivaji nagar, Pune - 411005.

Sir,

Hon'ble NGT Matter in o.A. No. 214 of 2oz4 (wZ) in Earlier o.A. No. 1231 of 202a (pB) in re News
Item titled "Dead fish found floating in Mula River raises alarm" appearing in the Hindustan Times
dated 23.09.2024 vs. Pune Municipal corporation Through lts commissioner & ors."- reg.

This has reference to the Hon'ble NGT Matter in o.A. No. 214 of zoz4 (wZ) in Earlier o.A. No. 1231
of 2o24 (PBl in re News ltem titled "Dead fish found floating in Mula River raises alarm,, appearing
in the Hindustan Times dated 23.O9.2074 Y s. Pune Municipal Corporation Through tts Commissioner
& Ors. The matter pertains to the discovery of a large number of dead fish in the Mula River, pune,
which is believed to be caused by the discharge of untreated domestic and industrial effluents into
the river. Th is contamination
suffocating and killing the fish.

is reportedly leading to a decrease dissolved oxygen levels,

The NGT Principal Bench vide order dtd. L5.LO.ZO24 in the said Su Motu matter, impleaded the
Pune MunicipalCorporation, Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, Central Pollution Control Board,
Ministry of Environment, Forest and climate change of lndia, District Magistrate-pune as
respondent to file their response. The OriginalApplication (OA) is transferred to the Western Zonal
Bench, Pune for appropriate further action. Copy of Hon'ble NGT(pB) order dtd. 15.10.2024 is
enclosed for ready references.

ln this regard, it is requested to kindly arrange to examine the news-item in light of the said order
and provide Action Taken Report (ATR), if any. The matter is listed on Zg.\I.2O24.

Yours Faithfu lly,

Encl.: As above

0*-.*t*-
(PRATIK D. BHARNE}

Regional Director

*$-o flGerroq : sd rrzilr rro. tr-dgtldgrqeefl-a Ei-d drd-{ *s drf{, gm - urr o8e
Regional Directorate : Sr. No 110, Dhankude Multipurpose hall baner Road, Baner , Pune - 411 045

{<..r.r<r: qfidsr erod. qfl a,n. Rrd - 110 032. EPABX Pilot No.: 011-43102030

ffiq eqwr HTq *f
Central Pollution Control Board
(q-qiarur. aa ltd qil{rg qtaita qxra-q, ;1pd Tr6R)

(MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENI FOREST & CLIMATE CHANGE. GOW. OF INOIA)
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Gentral Pollution Contro! Board
(qqtcrur, a-a 1rd ilildEI q$qfa F rf,q, qr.a FroR)

(MINISTRY OF ENViRONMENT. FOREST & CLIMATE CHANGE. GOW. OF INOIA)

File No: CM-130L5/22/2O24-LAW-RD-PUNE-RD (Pune)/ .J aj Date:72/77/2024

The Member Sec ry'
Maharas llution Control 8oard,
Kal u Point, 3rd and 4th floor, Opp. PVR Theatre,

on

Sub: Hon'ble NGT Matter in O.A. No. 2L4 of 2024 (wZ) in Earlier O.A. No. 1231 of 2024 (pB) in re News
Item titled "Dead fish found floating in Mula River raises alarm" appearing in the Hindustan Times
dated 23.09.2024 Vs. Pune Municipal Corporation Through lts Commissioner & Ors.,,- reg.

Sir,

This has reference to the Hon'ble NGT Matter in O.A. No. 274 of 2024 (WZ) in Earlier O.A. No. 1.231
of 2024 (PB) in re News ltem titled "Dead fish found floating in Mula River raises alarm" appearing
in the Hindustan Times dated 23.O9.2024Vs. Pune MunicipalCorporation Through lts Commissioner
& Ors. The matter pertains to the discovery of a large number of dead fish in the Mula River, Pune,
which is believed to be caused by the discharge of untreated domestic and industrial effluents into
the river. This contamination is reportedly leading to a decrease in dissolved oxygen levels,
suffocating and killing the fish.

The NGT Principal Bench vide order dtd. 15.70.2024 in the said Suo Motu matter, impleaded the
Pune MunicipalCorporation, Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, Central Pollution Control Board,
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change of lndia, District Magistrate-pune as

respondent to file their response. The Original Application (OA) is transferred to the Western Zonal
Bench, Pune for appropriate further action. Copy of Hon'ble NGT(PB) order dtd. 15.10.2024 is

enclosed for ready references.

ln this regard, it is requested to kindly arrange to examine the news-item in light of the said order
and provide Action Taken Report (ATR), if any. The matter is listed on 29.LL.ZOZ4.

Yours Fa ithfully,

-=e{-
(PRATTK D. BHARNEI

Regional Director
Copy t

ional Officer,
Ma harashtra Pollution Control Board,
OG Center,3rd floor, Mumbai Pune Road,
Wakdewadi, Pune - 411003.

ffiq r{qq Hrq +€

?***.
(PRATIK D. BHARNE)

Regional Director

s,fftq ftilAerrf,q : Tifr t'{qr sro. trf,g*dgrdaefl-q Eia drf{ 
"ts 

drfii, gm - urr ouq
Regional Directorate : Sr. No 110, Dhankude Multipurpose hall baner Road, Baner , Pune - 411 045

{@I.r.r: qtuaer 3r{d. qfl ran. ftrE0 - 110 032. EPABX Pilot No.:01143102030

.,,'",1] r+r. 
_---z:-i

'ee-i\.-artf

GPGB

To

(E), Mumbai-400 022

Encl-: As above
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GPGB

wr5ariu+r: Sur-r 3ots t22/2024-fufu -gd-srrS qul17 So3

n-drf

(MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST E CLIMATE CHANGE, GOW' OF INDIA)

fuai+,: L2ltt/zoza

g-csgfuc.

ftRrg itt,
; ffi rik at* dfi-a, ffia r 4-dgn Fqsa,

1$, ria-t-oooozz

Esq, Err+q qi-*&rrrar nt.s.{cqr zu Tzozl prqlslilqri atq. {@r rzrll2024 (+ff) * ltqera zrsx
fraia' zs.og.zozo tc-qfiil-drersrr3{rf.{frrrrfita,qr"Terrfrdffirgaaru-e*FiartqrfrTirx
cq a-rrr frrrr sri rg+-* c-cm vd ra * rnrr g'- 3o6ir11

x-6t{q,

fst rra-fRr a-a-Sra awar:i.('.Ti@r zra Tzoza 1rq*s1 * v-6d:i.v. +iu+r rz31l2024 (fl-fi) f ftsSFdra

zq* frai+' z:.os.u oz+ f rqftta sqrqR s{r{cF B-€-6r qfrffi:n "Tdrr€td-ttrfiftlars-&efuari-+
ErrarqcqilRA-rrqyq-irnqrarqmlri3ratrrrsfit,z{rrd+r*iEatttqrarrargd'*t{arrfrC.
cS {iEqT * a.ft S a-6fu i + ffi t drifud t, ffi drt f srar srar t l+ qA rfr {' rgrofta uQ sfu

@fr-+svftHatd3arit+nqFfit| 6fudak qr {gg:ryur ++nwgfr-a:i.+Crra*, wr d rfr
vr rfr t, B-+t roft-qY fi dE {fr f 3ik F{ rtr Rl

r'fr*& fi ctrrfr qr6 i g{rirr ft-ai+-. 1s.10.2024 (.rqr r.rtr st?r: {iara arri d gt rry fura, rrrr-g r{rur
fr{iTor dt5, +'fiq rflq fr{iasr u1g, sp6 fi qrta-rur, aa git{ ddatr cffG-d-d E-{raq, B-dr eftelr :ot +f
grrdr ilarq ilEil 6ai *. fr(' cffi t sc f ufts f+-qr rrqr t (,ti {il 3{ri{d l3n(') 6t jfod 3{rn fr +rfurg
fifr'r' qftH i{, gdt +} +amiaR-a rr fuqI rrqr tl Fla?frq ('fr$r& $rfi +. gnhr t-dr6 ts.ro.zozq 6Icft
*i<:ttRqE6rratr

W ftiu d', r$trt Fa r+a snalr + 3rrdt6 f rqrqR-TF Er aiq 6{i fi a€{xn 6t 3it{ qtr +€ dd} *l
er* +@ Rdt f'&rm1r6a+tl arrarzs.rr.zoza +t qfi*Err tt

:nr+r frqdr$,
alarr+, *wr B sw kqrrrqrt

F-fr6.Fa. rr{t)
rtfrqfrelm

yffi,
etnnqqrrftzizu at*,

atrr dz{, ffi iB-il, 1c$ g+ tE,
Er6'!:Eri, :ut - 4uoo3

(c-#+,

tt*qfrilm

*fl-rr Grierroo : sifepr t'@r rto. trdg;tdEyqa"fl-q Eia ilf{ d-s ord-{. gd - utt ouq
Regional Directorate : Sr. No 110, Dhankude Multipurpose hall baner Road, Baner, Pune - 411 045

{r<zrrar?r, qfuaer er6a. qd aarr. fuad -'110 032. EPABX Pilot No.: 011-43102030

6+q r{wr fuarur frf
Central Pollution Control Board
(q4f-crsr. {a \rd qd{rg qHa r*rrq. :rrad Fr6R )

A.-"-'
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GPCB

!6r{s riqr: Srrs-r301s/22l2024-ftfu-qd-srafi qql j z o

ffiq rflr ftr4ru1 dH
Central Pollution Control Board
1e-+faru, a-a q{ qa-{B cH? crmq. rrrd sa6n)
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File No: CM-13015/22/2024-LAw-RD-PUNE-RD (pune)/ -9 / D Date: 12/ 77/2024

The Member Secretary,
Maharashtra Pollution Control Board,
Kalpataru Point, 3rd and 4th floor, Opp. pVR Theatre,
Sion (E), Mumbai-4O0 022

Sir,

Hon'ble NGT Matter in o.A. No.214 ol2o24 (wz) in Earlier o.A. No. 1231 ot 2024lpBl in re News
Item titled "Dead fish found floating in Mula River raises alarm" appearing in the Hindustan Times
dated 23.09.2024 Vs. Pune Municipal Corporation Through lts Commissioner & Ors.,,- reg.

This has reference to the Hon'ble NGT Matter in o.A. No. 2r4 of 2o24 (wZ) in Earlier o.A. No. 1231
of 2024 (PB) in re News ltem titled "Dead fish found floating in Mula River raises alarm" appearing
in the Hindustan Times dated 23.09.2024 Vs. Pune Municipal Corporation Through lts Commissioner
& Ors. The matter pertains to the discovery of a large number of dead fish in the Mula River, pune,
which is believed to be caused by the discharge of untreated domestic and industrial effluents into
the river. This contamination is reportedly leading to a decrease in dissolved oxygen levels,
suffocating and killing the fish.

The NGT Principal Bench vide order dtd. 15.10.2024 in the said suo Motu matter, impleaded the
Pune MunicipalCorporation, Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, Central Pollution Control Board,
Ministry of Environment, Forest and climate change of lndia, District Magistrate-pune as
respondent to file their response. The Original Application (OA) is transferred to the Western Zonal
Bench, Pune for appropriate further action. copy of Hon'ble NGT(pB) order dtd. 15.10.2024 is
enclosed for ready references.

ln this regard, it is requested to kindly arrange to examine the news-item in light of the said order
and provide Action Taken Report (ATR), if any. The matter is listed on 29.11.2024.

Yours Faithfu lly,
Encl.:As above

Su b:

Copy to: -
1. Regional Officer,

Maharashtra Pollution Control Board,
OG Center, 3rd floor, Mumbai Pune Road,
Wakdewadi, Pune - 411003.

(PRATIK D, BHARNE}

Regional Director

-- "€{-
(PRATIK D. BHARNE}

Regional Director

r-e

(MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST & CLIMATE CHANGE, GOW' OF INOIA)
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